Barnsley Healthy School Scheme

Going For Gold

Following a national update of the Healthy School Programme in 2005 the Barnsley Healthy School Scheme (BHSS) was reviewed to make allowances for these changes. As a result of this a three-tier award was introduced incorporating Bronze, Silver and Gold standards.

We currently have 63 schools who have achieved Bronze and are working towards Silver, 7 schools have achieved Silver and are working towards Gold.

The Gold standard is above the national status but we in Barnsley felt it was important to support our schools to maintain the status of Healthy Schools whilst continuing to develop this important aspect of school life in order to improve both Health and Education outcomes for children and young people. These outcomes support the Every Child Matters agenda and outcomes particularly in the area of Being Healthy.

The criteria for Gold are:

· Develop an action plan to demonstrate sustainability of Healthy School status

· Further development of Drug Education policy to meet DfES recommendations

· Promotion of a learning environment that is emotionally healthy

· Involvement of pupils in true decision making e.g. Teaching and Learning

· Additional work around Smoke Free Schools,  stop smoking  support

· Improvements to the school environment

· Focus on a specific local or community issue e.g. Teenage pregnancy, substance misuse etc  

Supporting materials for schools will be available September 2006, this will include audits for all three levels, advice on where to obtain further support across the three levels.
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